Applying management strategies in molecular epidemiology field studies.
In conducting field studies of human exposure, we have encountered significant methodological challenges. The management strategy our group developed to conduct two recent studies of environmental health utilizes a collaborative study design process and innovative protocol management tools, and emphasizes community outreach. We present here the phases of planning, development and realization of two studies--one conducted in an environmentally contaminated area, and another in an occupational setting. We show how the use of this management strategy increases the efficiency of field operations and improves variability assessment.